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Course Description: 
In this course we will explore roughly 4,000 years of World History from Ancient Greece to modern day globalization. We 
will analyze the events and issues that shape our world today. You will have the opportunity to work in a variety of 
learning situations: individually, in small groups and, as a whole class.  You will also have a chance to explore historical 
topics that reflect your passions and interests. Critical thinking skills, decision-making, problem solving, and critical 
reading and writing will be emphasized. In order to be successful, you must take responsibility for your learning.  This 
course is aligned with Arizona Common Core Standards and national standards and supports the school wide efforts to 
increase student achievement. This course will help you find your inner historian, while also discovering the excitement 
that lies in our history’s past! Together, we will make this year a fantastic experience!  
 
Course Objectives: 
Course Standards and Objectives: 
By the time the student completes this course of study; the student will know or be able to perform the following: 

1. Use research skills to interpret historical data. 
2. Compare and contrast historical happenings to contemporary events. 
3. Identify key ideas, cite strong and thorough textual evidence and determine author’s point of view of 

information texts.  
4. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of historical subjects.  
5. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly 

and accurately. 
6. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames 

(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 
7. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on one, in groups, and teacher-

led) with diverse partners on various historical topics, primary and secondary texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

8. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make effective 
choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

Units of Study: 
Concept 2: Explain the development and contributions of ancient civilizations and world religions. 
Concept 3: Explore how the Middle Ages were a time of transition. 
Concept 4: Analyze the results and impact of the Renaissance and Reformation. 
Concept 5: Explore the interactions between Europeans and natives during early exploration  
Concept 6: Explore the Age of Revolutions. 
Concept 7: Analyze the causes and effects of the Imperialism. 
Concept 8: Analyze the causes and effects of both World Wars and the Cold War. 
Concept 9: Describe significant events and developments in the contemporary world religions. 

 
Classroom Rules and Consequences: 
The following rules are in place in order to create a healthy classroom environment. By following the five B’s we can all 
have a great year. 

1. Be Positive- Attitude is contagious 
2. Be Productive- Use your time wisely and effectively 



 

3. Be Polite- Raise your hand and do not interrupt me or others 
4. Be Prepared- Come to class with all materials needed and all assignments due 
5. Be Respectful- You earn respect by giving respect 

 
Consequences for not following the above guidelines may include any and all of the following:  

- A warning  
- Being sent to a buddy teacher  
- Parental contact 
- Detention before or after school 
- Immediate removal from the classroom 
- Referral to the office 
*Cellphones will be collected if used without permission during class, and returned at the end of the class 
period. Continuous misuse of technology will lead to the consequences listed above ^ 
 

Dress Code: 
I will give the student one warning on their first dress code violation, along with documenting the incident. On the 
second offense, student will be asked to either change their attire before entering the classroom or go to the office to 
change. I expect my students to follow the dress code handbook while present in our classroom to ensure we are 
following the expectations of DVUSD and MRHS.   

 
Grading: 
The work students will do is divided into four categories.  The description below shows the categories and the 
percentage weight assigned to each in calculating the semester grade.  
1.  Assessments       = 50% 

This includes all culminating projects, oral presentations, unit exams, quizzes, and essays.   
      

2.  Homework / Classwork / Notebook / Participation  = 30% 
 All assignments will align with unit objectives.   
3.  Final Exam         = 20% 
 
Grading Scale: 
A = 90% - 100% 
B = 80% - 89% 
C = 70% - 79% 
D = 60% - 69% 
F = Below 60% 
 
 
Report Cards 
In an effort to conserve resources and harness the capacity of our electronic grade reporting program (PowerSchool) 
district schools will no longer print hard copies of report cards unless requested by individual parents. To request a hard 
copy of your student’s report card, please contact the front office at 623-376-3000.  To receive your PowerSchool login, 
please stop into the office with a valid photo ID.  
 
Power School Online Access: 
Grades and attendance may be accessed 24 hours a day online with your Power School access code.  Access codes are 
available in the Counseling Office or Front Desk Monday – Friday 7:00 AM– 3:30 PM. You may check student progress 
regularly on the PowerSchool site using the same login for one or more students.  For Mountain Ridge parents/guardians 
without home computer access, a computer with guest log-in capability is available in the Counseling Conference Room. 
 
Academic Assistance/Office Hours: 
In addition to the Academic Prep times built into our schedule each week, additional assistance/tutoring is provided on a 
weekly basis both by MRHS and individually by instructors. These “office hours” will be posted in the classroom and/or 



 

on my website at the start of each week. I will demonstrate to the students how to find my availability each week. I also 
encourage your son/daughter to write down my availability each week in their Mountain Ridge planner (provided by the 
school) so that you, too, are aware of my weekly availability. 
 
 
 
 
Make up and Long-Term Project Policies: 
 
Absences: After an absence, a student has one school day for each day missed to make up work/tests, regardless of the 
number of days absent. If many days were missed, please schedule an appointment with me to formulate a plan for the 
completion of make-up work. Make-up work for extended absences (over 3 days) may be requested through the 
Counseling Office and picked up there. 
 
Late Work:  
Late work will only be accepted starting from one week past the original due date. All completed and correct late work 
will be accepted for 50% credit.  
 
Long term assignment policies- Any assignment 10 days or over is considered a long term assignment and are due at the 
start of class. If a student is absent on the day a project is due, it is still the student’s responsibility to turn in the 
assignment at the start of class on the scheduled due date. Projects turned in late will be deducted 10% per each day it is 
late.  
 
Daily Device Use (iPads) 
Students should come to school with their iPads charged and ready to use in each class every day.  Within each 
classroom, there are three possible technology environments. Teachers will identify for students the environment 
expected during their class period. These environments are described below: 
 
Red: No device use allowed.  Devices are to be off and put away.  If a device is out and being used at this time, students 
may receive disciplinary consequences and/or zeroes if appropriate.  This environment may be necessary for testing or 
non-electronic based assessments. 
 
Black: Limited device use allowed.  Students may use devices in accordance with teacher instruction in a prescribed 
manner.  Students may be asked to place devices face down on their desk until appropriate to use.  Teachers may ask to 
see students’ open apps and require that all apps are closed with the exception of a specific one or two.  Games should 
not be open in this environment unless the teacher indicates a specific game may be used. 
 
Green:  Open device use.  Students may use their device independently to take notes, complete assignments, conduct 
research, communicate with the teacher, check grades, and other appropriate educational uses of the device.  Students 
should not access inappropriate content or cause disruption in this environment. 
 
Devices may not be used to record or take photos of other people without their consent.  Consequences for classroom 
disruptions and misuse of devices will follow a progressive discipline model, beginning with a phone call home and 
progressing to office referrals for repeated or more serious offenses. Students who have devices out during a Red 
environment or during testing, may lose credit on their test or quiz.  See the Student Rights and Responsibilities 
consequence chart in the handbook for more specific descriptions of infractions and consequences. 
 
Recommended Supplies for this Course:  

1. Binder & Loose-leaf paper 
2. Colored pens 
3. Pencils, mechanical or wooden 
4. Glue stick 
5. Highly suggested- stylus for writing on the iPad 



 

6. Coloring utensils- markers or colored pencils  
*For long-term projects, student may choose to buy poster board, art supplies, etc. however these supplies are only 
recommendations  

 
Test Retake Policy: Students will not be able to retake an exam, however they are able to participate in test-corrections 
if the student has scored under an 80%, in order to score up to an 80%. In order to participate in test corrections, 
students have to show full completion of their notes from the PowerPoint lectures and completion of the essential 
questions. Test corrections will be available after school or during ACA prep on assigned days. Additional 
accommodations for test corrections need to be discussed before the end of the last corrections due date.  
 
Integrity and Character Counts:  Integrity can be defined as: “How you act when no one is looking” Any incidence of 
cheating will be handled in accordance with the MRHS student handbook.  Students who choose to cheat and or 
plagiarize will receive no credit for that work and will face further consequences as outlined in the Student Handbook. 
 
Video Viewing:  
Throughout the year, the following video clips may be shown with accompanying assignments to enhance the 
curriculum: 
 

- Assignment Discovery 
- Discovery Education Series 
- Engineering an Empire Series 
- Mankind- The Story of All of Us Series 
- History Channel clips: World History/ American History  
- Edge of War Series 
- Martin Luther  
- Hotel Rwanda (PG-13) 
- BBC Planet of the Ape Man 
- Video clips from course related and appropriate material  
- Band of Brothers (clips) 

 
Continuous Classroom Improvement: In order to increase student’s ownership of their learning and to align with District 
initiatives, we will be using continuous classroom improvement methods throughout the class. Students will identify 
effective learning strategies and tools and monitor their progress throughout the year. Students will also participate in 
evaluations of strategies and in goal setting and tracking. We will review how to do this in the first weeks of class.  
 
Textbook 

McGraw Hill  World History & Geography- Student's Edition Grades 9-12 2015 
 
Secondary Readings 
Various primary and academic secondary sources will be used to supplement the textbook.  
 
Contacting Me 
Please feel free to contact me via email at any time during the week. Emails sent during the weekend will be addressed 
that following Monday.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


